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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Khalid Ammara

University : Saitama University Nationality : Pakistan

| think | don’t need to say anything about life of a PhD and even when you are doing PhD in
RIKEN, a well developed and most prestigious institute in Japan. In that busy and highly
professional life, when | came to know about University bus trip | was overwhelming with
excitement. In winters it's very difficult for me to get up early but WaAllah! On trip day | was up
4.00 am morning. | am a big fan of University trips and Saitama city is amazing. It's a
combination of nature and modern life. | have some friends in University and during this trip | got
even more. The theme of mixing international students with a Japanese student as leader is
really amazing. | was so relaxed and enjoyed every moment of this trip. If you ask me 100 times
to join this kind of trip | will say 100 times yes. The first stop was a khabuki performance. | could
not understand as it was in Japanese but | am already in Love with Samurai Culture.

Then we had a traditional Japanese lunch and that was super Oishi. | was happy to see that the
trip organizers took care about food problems of international students. Then we visited a temple
and then were off to an amazing place Nagatoro. | liked this place very much.

The most interesting part of tour was visit to a Japanese traditional cloth dyeing industry. | would
say this was a great opportunity for me not only to interact with Japanese but other national
students too.

Dear University members and all Organizers...... Domo Arigato Gozaimus.




Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Date: 18 / 12 /2015

Name : Habib Saqib

University : Saitama University Nationality : Pakistan

Saitama University:
The students were divided into two groups Group A and Group-B and Two busses were arranged for the
Students Tour and we started our Journey at 8:30 a.m.

Hachiman and Hodosan Shrine:

Around 10:30 a.m. we reached in the Hachiman Shrine and we witnessed the traditional Kabuki and
Shrine in Saitama Prefecture that was amazing and worth watching. At 2:30 visited Hodosan Shrine where
we saw colors of autumn.

Traditional Textile Arts (Plant dyeing) at Yokoyama Kobo:

Plant Dyeing is a famous traditional craft of Saitama. Saitama's Japanese textile art has a long history.
Saitama's Yokoyama kobo area is famous for plant dyeing. There we experienced how to make the your,
won handkerchief which was very exciting.

RERFFEXREERRSTFER BHERFERZE
Saitama Prefecture Association for Promotion of Student Exchange

Office: Office of International Affairs, Saitama University
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Ghufran Ahmed Pasha

University : Saitama University Nationality : Pakistan

On a cold and frosty morning of Mid-December | was fortunate enough to start my bus tour with people

from various cultural backgrounds and different nationalities to explore Saitama in depth. The

inter-mingling among all the students was reinforced by the randomly

| arranged seating arrangement in the bus. The students were divided into

| various groups each having a Japanese team leader to guide the

international students and answer their queries. Also it gave a wonderful
opportunity to the foreigners to promote their traditions.

After almost a two-hour ride in the bus we stopped at the Hachiman
Shrine. The live “Kabuki” performance was very fascinating for me. It has
a history of over 200 years and | was amused to see how the Japanese
theatre still keeps up with their traditions.

Next we went to a Japanese restaurant to treat our taste-buds with the appetizing Okkirikomi. It is a
specialty of Gunma prefecture, north of Saitama prefecture and Chichibu s
area.

We started our bus journey again after eating to our satisfaction for Chichibu
Traditional Dyeing Weave Studio “Yokoyama kobo” where we experienced
traditional textile arts (Plant Dyeing). First the skilled person-incharge
demonstrated to us how a simple piece of cloth was dyed to turn it into a
beautiful design. Next we practiced it individually. It was a wonderful
experience for me to personally perform the art. | felt so proud of myself after |
looked at the master-piece | dyed. | took the piece of dyed cloth back home to
preserve the memories of the skill | had performed.

Our last, but not the least, destination was Nagatoro Valley. The scenic beauty was absolutely
breath-taking. The rocks gave the view of successive layers of tatami overlapping each other. It was
already getting chilly by this time. The sun was about to set. We
spent around an hour to enjoy the beautiful view before we could
head back to the Saitama University bringing back lots of
memories to cherish.

Overall it was a great experience for me. | look forward to visiting
more and more places of Japan in near future.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : llyas Akarm

University : Saitama University Nationality : Pakistan

The bus tour was arranged by International Office of Saitama University. During the tour we visit
various places in the Saitama Prefecture. We visited shrines, saw geological features and observed the
traditional dyeing of clothes. This tour gave me chance to interact with Japanese students and help me to
learn about the Japanese culture more effectively. The tour was one of my beautiful memories of life.

I want to thank International Office Administration for arranging such a nice tour.

- ——
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Date: 18 /12 /2015

Name: SAMIM MUSTAFA

University: SAITAMA UNIVERSITY Nationality: INDIAN

It was a bus tour for us to learn about Saitama in depth and visualize the culture and tradition
of this prefecture. That’s why it was given a name as “Saitamalogy”. I must say the bus tour
was really helpful and enjoyable for us and it provided us an opportunity to know not only
about Saitama but to know about other students from different countries as well. All the
students were distributed in small groups with one Japanese student in each group as a
group/team leader. I am really amazed by the fact that the groups were prepared by keeping
students from different countries in each group.
Al TR A

i i
S

The tour was started at 8.30 from Saitama University with a two hours bus ride to Hachiman
Shrine at Ogano. There we came to know about Ogano Kabuki which has a history over 200
years and we saw one children’s group was performing Ogano Kabuki in front of Hachiman
Shrine. Then we went to Shrine where our Japanese team leader taught us how to make
prayer in Shrine. After that we took lots of picture together and moved to Centre for
promotion of local Industry, Chichibu for lunch where we ate delicious foods and
Okkirikomi which is a bowl of simmering Udon with vegetables.

After that we went to Dyeing Weave Studio “Yokoyama Kobo” where we learned traditional
way dyeing, shaping and weaving by hand.

After experiencing Traditional textile arts we went to our final destination at Hodosan Shrine
and Nagatoro Area where is famous for scenic beauty and natural monument. We had a lot
of bus time that day, but the Japanese team leaders were well prepared for that with quiz,
game and movies to make the bus time enjoyable and exciting. And finally I will highly
recommend this bus tour to new comers and thanks to international office for arranging this.

e
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Qazi Asif Nawaz

University : Saitama University Nationality : Pakistan

Respected Shin Nakamoto Sensei, Chihiro Tanihata Sensei and Bus Tour Organizers Team,

First of all, thanks to everyone for giving me and all foreign students the opportunity to visit the Saitama
with Japanese students. It was a memorable day as all of the tour arrangements were simply the perfect.
We had a good time by not only talking to the Japanese friends, enjoying a delicious lunch but also
watched the traditional Kabuki, observed and experienced Dyeing Weave studio, and last but not least
the scenic view of nature in the autumn in Saitama. This kind of interaction enhances the cooperation
between the international students and the Japanese and provides means to observe in detail the insight
beauty of Saitama.

The subject “Saitamology” truly suits and needs this type of tour to traditional activities of Saitama.
We wish the student s must experience such a tour at least once during their stay here at Saitama.

Here are few clicks to refresh our unforgettable memories during the tour.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : B

University : Saitama University Nationality : H[%]
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Afzal Muhammad Faheem Ud Din

University : Saitama University Nationality : PAKISTAN

This bus tour was an amazing experience. | enjoyed each and every place, enjoyed
communicating with the japanese and people from other countries. My most favourites of the
tour are:

Learning how to do Plant Dyeing at Yokoyama Kobo.

Walk in the surrounding of Hodosan Shrine and Nagatoro area.

Here are the few snaps which | captured during my visit.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Date: 17/ 12 /15

Name : Penporn Sae-Tang

University : Saitama University Nationality : Thai

Saitiama city is one of the most natural and cultural rich city. The famous Ogano Kabuki town is
very fascinating. This is my first time to watch Kabuki performance and | am very impressive of
this show, in particularly, this show manages by high school students. Our lunch is also very
amazing, Okkirikomi Gozen, which is quite delicious. | can feel Japanese culture in my mouth.
Our afternoon schedule is also very interesting, dyeing silk fabric, | can create the pattern and
dye it in the tradition way with nature color. This is very unique and special hand-on activity.The
last place is Nagatoro Valley, which is one of the best scenery of Japan. The Iwadatami is very
gigantic and powerful. | have been long waiting to visit here and the view is more than expected.
This tour is only one day but | have learned many things in depth about Saitama city that | had
never known before. Today is one of the wonderful memory of my student life in Saitama

University.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Rayakorn Yutthanasirikul (AM)

University : Saitama University Nationality : Thai

| really enjoyed Saitama bus tour. There was a good chance to experience Japanese traditional
culture. | learn about Plant dyeing that is very interesting and amazing. | was also happy to visit
Nagatoro valley where | feel the refresh and relax. Thank you for all giving this opportunity to

me.

Hachiman Shrine Lunch time

Nagatoro Valley
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Nang Thinn Thinn Htike

University : Saitama University Nationality : Myanmar

While studying here, | got a chance to join Saitama University bus tour program. Previously, | did not know that
Saitama prefecture has fascinating natural beauty and long history of local traditional cultures. When we went to
see Saitama’s Ogano Kabuki, the first thing I notice on was the ranges with beautifully different colors of trees. On
arrival to Kabuki’s area, I surprisingly saw lots of foods stalls with variety of delicious Japanese traditional foods
so that everyone could not stand without trying. The Kabuki theater area was very crowded as it was Japanese
traditional dance, established since 200 years ago and properly inheritance by local people of Chichibu. The
performers were high school students of that area and performed in the traditional handmade theater. Not only the
dance and performance but also the Kabuki make up and decoration were amazing.

I did enjoy a very delicious bowl of Okkirikomi, prickles together with other tasty local dishes. The rectangular
shaped Udon was special product of Chichibu area, Saitama and it was my first time to taste it. We had a good

time of lunch together with Japanese and other international students which gave us a chance for chatting, sharing
knowledge and traditions.

Moreover, Chichibu traditional dying weave studio, Yokoyama Kobo, gave us a
wonderful experience for us by letting to know how to make hand make beautiful
dyed tower. | really appreciate that all the raw materials used by that factory for
shaping and dying were natural products. Maintenance and practicing of this
traditional techniques, would favor a safe the environment from of man-made
chemicals contamination. The last but not the least, | also learned about the
beautiful river, Arakawa, it meaning was rough river

in Japanese although she is flowing quietly and beautifully through

Chichibu with fresh green water. | was shocked while hearing about her history of floods which endangered
lives. Nonetheless, it was a breath taken while seeing the natural monument of Nagatoro valley, the beauty
of rocky wall and earth’s crust which would be created by the erosion of the strong Arakawa River. This
trip experienced me unforgettable, delightful and knowledgeable moments during my student life in Japan.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : G181

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015Report

Name : Rashed MD Golam

University : Saitama University Nationality : BANGLADESHI

Exploring any new places and gather information properly about her different cultures, habits, traditions
alone is quite difficult for any foreigner in any countries. Saitama and her surroundings are very beautiful. I
had a dream to explore Saitama. Saitama Prefectural Association for Promotion of Student Exchange brought
my dream in reality. I got the opportunity to explore Saitama and know about some parts of her by
participating in an English guided bus tour during the middle of December 2015 .

Under this memorable bus trip, I visited some nice places including Hachiman Shrine, Hodosan Shrine, and
Nagatoro Areas.

I also enjoyed the Saitama’s Ogano Kabuki-a traditional form of Japanese theater, under proper description
with my assigned group leader L 5L & &% San. She was very cooperative and helpful over the whole
bus tour session. She made my tour more informative to know Saitama.

It is my pleasure to convey thanks to the authority of that bus tour to provide us a wonderful lunch with
Okkirikomi Gozen. That was my first time experience to eat such type of traditional Japanese Set meal.

It is also my immense acknowledgement to the organizer of that tour that I enjoyed the natural charming of
Iwadatami River side area with all my National, Japanese, and International friends. I wish to explore that
Nagatoro Valley again with my family if I get any opportunity and time in future.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Professor Shinichi Nakamoto, International Student
Advisor, Saitama University and his colloquies to take us to the Chichibu Traditional Dyeing Weave Studio.
At here craftsman teach us the tradition of Chichibu Meisen. I experienced the traditional Plant Dyeing step
by step. That was wonderful not only for me also for all my friends.

Finally, I am very much grateful to all (participants, staffs) for their encouragement, support, cooperation,
and interest to run that peach full bus trip smoothly. In future, I hope this type of bus tour will help us to

know more about Saitama and her all things.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Dai Li

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Dilibaerguli Shaliman

University : Saitama University Nationality : China

As for me ,this time bus tour is a meaningful experience,because by it
I have known some friends from different country,in the meanwile i further
my understaning with Jananese culture and peopole's life.

Thanks to Saitama University can given us this kind of fun.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Tin Nilar Win

University : Saitama University Nationality : Myanmar

Introduction: On 13 December 2015, one of Sunday early morning, thirty students who were on the bus no B from
Saitama University, Japan, were ready for the trip and were joined by fellow in charge persons from the university. The
one day trip took place in Saitama Prefecture and proved to be a great success due to the enthusiastic input from the
students, Professor Shinichi Nakamoto and his fellowship.

Objectives: The main purpose of this study tour was to provide foreign students with experiencing and learning about
Saitama in depth. Moreover, we got fantastic opportunity to explore the culture and landscape of Japan, especially
Saitama region. In addition, we attended traditional Plant dyeing one hour workshop in Yokoyama Kobo.

Acknowledgement: Many thanks to all of the Prof. Shinichi Nakamoto and his fellowship and Japanese volunteer
students that were responsible for making this tour the success that it was. This experience would not be possible
without your contributed support.

Deliclgus Jopanese fraditlenal
Tunch im Chichibu, Saitama,
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Mohiuddin Mohammad Arif

University : Saitama University Nationality :  Bangladeshi

While Japan is a technologically advanced nation, parallel to it, has attractive historic and natural
sites to go around. |, personally like traveling. Whenever have an opportunity, | don’t miss it. The
Saitama Bus Tour was such a wonderful option to have in depth idea about the tradition & culture
of Japan. It is really exciting to have new Japanese friends who take you to a tourist place and let
you know about the history behind the scene. Along with this tour, for the first time in my life | had
the occasion to see Silk Factory and doing dyeing of my own. In short, it was a moment to make
friends across the border, watching mesmerizing beauty of Japan and experiencing the part of

textile industry...Just loved it.

Regards,
Arif
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Muhammad Abdullah Al Mamun

University : Saitama University Nationality :  Bangladeshi

Saitama bus tour 2015 was the wonderful day for me. It was an excellent media to
exchange culture and also help to introduce different country students. We visited
traditional form of Japanese theater, Saitama Ogano Kabuki, which has a history of over
200 years, is Japan’s leading folk Kabuki. Also, visited Chichibu Traditional Dyeing
Weave Studio “yokoyama kobo”, Hodosan Shrine and Nogatoro Valley. Some of the
pictures of Saitama Bus Tour 2015 is given below:
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Jessica ltzel Rueda Arana

University : Saitama University Nationality : Mexican

A pesar del clima y del contratiempo, Saitama parece ser la ciudad en la cual podrias

perderte positivamente hablando, ya que ofrece un sin numero de actividades, en esta
ocasion, pudimos observar el templo Hachiman, en el cual se estaban interpretando
distintas obras llamadas Kabuki, este tipo de obras son tradicionales de Japdn, es
emocionante ver el tipo de vestimenta que se usa, asi como el lenguaje, el cual es japonés
muy antiguo, lo mas sorprendente fue la interpretacion, ya que los actores eran
adolescentes.

En este templo la gente parecia muy feliz, incluso nos regalaron un par de mandarinas, nos
invitaron a ver mas sobre una interpretacién que estaban haciendo y acariciar a sus hermosos
caballos, el ambiente en ese lugar era indescriptible, los residentes se muestran muy contentos
y agradecidos ante la llegada de extranjeros.

Al llegar a Chichibu para disfrutar de una comida tradicional japonesa, unos cuantos sefores
nos recibieron con un montdén de preguntas sobre nuestras nacionalidades, o que me cuenta
mi guia fue que ellos estaban agradecidos de que fuéramos a conocer ese lugar.

En yokoyama kobo aprendimos el arte textil tradicional, que consiste en pintar una franela con
pinturas naturales, incluso pudimos observar el proceso de la fabricacion de telas y como les
agregan color, todo a partir de un insecto; es impactante como la naturaleza nos brinda los
materiales necesarios para crear una obra de arte.

Definitivamente me encanta la alegria de los japoneses y la manera tan amable en la que nos
reciben, de los lugares a los que he ido en Saitama no hay una persona que no me reciba con
un calido agradecimiento e incluso me regale un dulce o alguna fruta, incluso disfrutan mucho
conocer sobre mi pais.

Puedo decir que Saitama es un buen lugar para vivir, ya que lo tiene todo, cada rincon de
Saitama puede llegar a sorprenderte.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Aelim Kim

University : Saitama University Nationality : Korea
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Vanessa Verdichizzi

University : Saitama University Nationality : Italy

Il 13 dicembre ho partecipato a un tour bus organizzato dall'Universitd di Saitama. E stata un'esperienza davvero
emozionante e divertente.

Prima di arrivare a destinazione, siamo stati divisi in gruppi. Una volta sul bus abbiamo fatto dei giochi e quiz per
intrattenerci. E stato davvero divertente, anche perché ho avuto modo di conoscere molti studenti, dell'Universita di
Saitama, con i quali non avevo mai parlato prima.

Dopo due ore, siamo arrivati a Chichibu. L'atmosfera di festa era presente in tutti noi, ma anche in tutti i residenti della
zona, venuti a godersi una giornata di matsuri. Il tempio era magnifico e, grazie a un signore giapponese li presente, ho
avuto la possibilita di mangiare un mandarino "benedetto" che portera benefici alla mia salute.

Dopo la gita al tempio, abbiamo mangiato i piatti tipici della zona. Un pasto davvero squisito. Ho apprezzato il "risotto"
ai funghi con verdure e il fungo "gigantesco" fritto. Delizioso!

L'attivita del pomeriggio ¢ stata la piu interessante. Ho avuto la possibilita di entrare a contatto con l'artigianato locale,
con il Giappone di una volta. Abbiamo tinto dei tessuti seguendo un procedimento che ormai non si usa pit, se non in
queste piccole e rare realta. Non credevo che sarei stata capace di realizzare qualcosa di cosi spettacolare, ma devo dire
che é stato fantastico. Se potessi, mi piacerebbe rifarlo ancora e ancora!

Nel complesso & stata una bella giornata trascorsa con nuovi e vecchi amici, che mi ha dato la possibilita di visitare una
parte del Giappone che sicuramente, se fossi stata per i fatti miei, non avrei mai visitato, perché non sapevo che sarebbe
stata cosi stupenda. Soprattutto i piatti tipici erano squisiti e sono sicura che un giorno tornero da quelle parti per gustarli
ancora una volta! L'Universita ha fatto davvero un ottimo lavoro! Non vedo 1'ora di partecipare alla prossima gita!
NAYT7—=WZHNTANBEZ LW, DYBEITISwE LIz, £lexwEzl & 9!
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Irina Batukhtina

University : Saitama University Nationality : Russia

Okckypcus Hadanack B 8:30 yrpa, okojo yHuBepcurera Saitama. Hac BcTpermnu rpymnma peosr,
KOTOPBIC JTOJDKHBI OBUIM COMPOBOXKJIATh HAC B TEUCHUH JHSI. MBI pa3feiuinch ¢ HUMHU IO MapaMm ¢
MTOMOIIIBIO KePEeObEBKH.

Moero Jn4HOTO compoBoXkatomiero 38ainu Yasuhiro. ITyTs Ha aBTOOYCE 10 IEpBON OCTAHOBKU JJTHIICS 3
gaca! Ho ObI10 TOBOJIBHO BECENO, TOTOMY-YTO MBI YCTPAUBAIH B JOPOTE PA3IMYHBIC HHTCPECHBIC
KOHKYPCHI.

[TepBoii ocranoBKko# ObLT paiion Chichibu, riae MBI cMOTIIH TIOCMOTPETH )KHBOE BhICTyIUICHHE Ogano
Kabuki. [IpexpacHbIii IeTCKHIA TeaTp ¢ XOPOIICH MOCTAHOBKOW W KA4ECTBCHHBIM KOCTFOMUPOBAHUEM.
Boxpyr 0611 ipekpacHblii Bua. Hajg ropamu, 4To CTOSITN HEMOIANIEKY, TPOCTHPAJICS TYCTOM TymaH. Bee
ObLTO Kak B ckaske. [locie BBICTYIUIEHUS, TOJTAKOMUBIIICH TAKOSIKH, MBI OTIIPABIIIUCH B Mapk Nagatoro.
OcmatpuBas KpacoThl MapKa MbI JIOILIN 10 CHHTOMCTCKoro xpama Hodosan Shrine. 3to HebGombIioe, HO
KpacuBoe cBstunuile Ha rope Hodosan.

Hepnaneko ot cranmmu Nagatoro Haxoautcs Nagatoro Iwadatami rocks. 3To 04eHb KUBOTIMCHBIN
0O0JIBIIION MJIACT TOPHBIX OPOJI MPOCTUPAIOIIUICS BOIN3H peku Arakawa, rjje Mbl XOpOILIO MTPOBETU
BpEMS U CIENIai MHOTO KPacUBBIX (hoTorpaduil.

K Beuepy MbI mojibexanu B TpaIUIIMOHHBIN AMTOHCKUI oM. K cTapoii cynpykeckou mape, KoTopast yxe
MHOT0 JIET 3aHUMAETCs TKAaYeCTBOM. TamM HaM MO3BOJIUIN CAMUM CENIATh HHAMBUAYAJIbHBIM OPHAMEHT
Ha IUIaTKaxX, KOTOPBIM BapuJiICsA B HATYPAJIbHOU KpPacKe, BBKUTOW U3 ILIOJ0B IIEPCUKOBOTO AEPEBA.
[TonyunB HallM OPUTHHAIIBHBIE CYBEHUPBI, Mbl OTIIPABUIMCH B YHUBEPCUTET.

DKCKypcus ObUIa OUeHb HHTEPECHOM U Becenoi. S y3Hama MHOTo HOBOTO O TipeeKType B KOTOPOit st
KUBY, yBHUIeTIa HEOOBIYHBIE MECTA, BIIEPBBIC YBUAENA BRICTyIIeHHE TeaTpa kabuki.

IToe3aka octaBuiia HEU3TIIAAUMOE BIICUYATICHUE U 5 T10JITO 6yI[y BCIIOMHUHATH O HEH.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Mardusevich Irina (X)L R 7 tE2—TJ1F- 4 1)—7F)

University : Saitama University Nationality : Belarus (X7 /L —)

Pamina 13 cHe:xusa ObLia gaBoJIl macMypHai. 300p ObIy HaMevaHBI HA 8 rajs3iH, Tamy, Ha
sKaJIb, CIIaYaTKy HACTPOM OBIY He 3 Hairemmbix. Ha
MecIIbl 300py y:ko yakasyl 2 BsIlkix ayrodyca. Kams ix
cabpaJtoca mmMar Jiroaseii. Hapore, arpeiMayinsr maker 1
09Ik, MBI 3arpy3LIicsa y ayToOycChl, 1 Ipa3 mapy XBLIIH
HAaIlla IaJaposKiKa IadaJIocs.

Vo xBlLmH mpas 20 g JnrapajbHa passBlia PoT al
3axallIeHs: IIayCIoJIb HaIll ayTOOYClK, SIKl TOJIBKI-TOJIBKL
Kasaycs BSUIIKIM, a 3apasd CcTray MaJIIoCEeHbKIM, aKpys:KaJil

ropel. MHe, K 4JajiaBeKy 3 KpalHbl, 3e HsIM1 HI Iop, Hl

MOpAa, STHBI Ka3aJIiCs YBIMCII HeBeparoIHbIM. I HEI ObLI1 He
Takld, SK Ha MAJIIOHKAaX Il (poTa — XaJIOIHBIMI 1 CKaIlcThIMI. IlakphIThIsS JecaM SHBI Ka3aJics
BeJbM1 MAKKIMI. 3a yce 3 mecsAllbl Moiiro 3uaxaskaenusa ¥ Caiitame s
aMaJib IIITO He ObLJIA 3a MeyKaMl raJioyHara ropaja ImpodeKTyphl, TaMy
3apas3 y MaHe ¥ rajiaBe OBLIO TOJIbKI aaHo mbeITaHHe: “ ['oTa campayab
ycé strrua Catitama?”.

A sarnsHyna y aaTpbIMJIEHBI AKeT 1 3HAKIILIA TaM OYTAJIbKY 3 BaI0M
3 mpbIBaOHBIM MackoTaM YHiBepciTora CafiTamMbl HA OTHIKETIIBI, a
TaKcaMa pacKayial mamaposixa. KH y3pamaBay MeHs sSITds OOJIBLL:
Hac yYakKajia He IIpocTa IIae3gKa CcApod Iop, a IIMaT PO3HBIX
IIIKaBacIiell, TakixX, HAIIPLIKJIA/, K HaBeIBaHHE CIHTAICIIKATa XpaMy
XausIMaH, [I3e Ipaxoslja CBATa, 1 Iarjisag3elb TaM SK IMTKOJbHIKI

IacTaBlLIl TpdJcCTayjeHHe TpaIblllbléHHATa SAMIMOHCKAra ToaTpy

Kabyxi, kanemrne, abem, 1majg vac SIKO MBI 3MOKaM IaciipabaBallb
BAMOMYIO JIATINY §O0H 3 cycemusaii mpaderTypbl ['yEMa, a Takcama cBaiMl pykami
pasmasBaIlh TKAHIHY cmocabaM, Akl 3axoyBaerirna ¥sxo 6osbIrr 3a 200 rog.

Pacnassamans y marasiax, mrro 1 Sk ObLIO, He OyIy, agHaK, CKAKY, IIITO ¥ TOM IyJOYHEI J3€Hb 5
mas3aHKoMLJIacsa 3 IMIKaBBIMI JIOA3bMI, yOAUbliIa IIMAT IIPHINOKBIX Kapeslmay, macipabasa
cBaM4YHAM e:KbI, 3pablia mMar dararpadiii 1 mpocra mobpa mpassiia uac. Campaymsr,
cafiTaMa — roTa He TOJIbKI BSAJIIKL ropaj, ajie 1 IMAaT HaaTa IIPBITOMKEIX 1 INKAaBLIX MECII, K1

Tpaba YOAIIBIIb yIACHBIMI BAUbIMA, JacjaeqBaliiia 1 3031y IsaIia.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Kholida Begmatova

University : Saitama University Nationality :  Uzbekistan

| have a precious chance to see Hachiman Shrine, Chichibu Meisenkan, Nagatoro in Saitama
prefecture and study Japanese culture in one-day field trip organized by the Office of
International Affairs of Saitama University to all international students for free. It was an amazing
trip that gave me knowledge about culture and traditions of Japan.

From very beginning all students were divided into small groups and one leader from
volunteers took the responsibility for students. Every team leader speaks fluent and accurate
English and all of them were ready to share their knowledge about Japanese culture. | had a
lucky chance to be in the group of Mitsui Saori, she told me about “Ogano Kabuki” - a national
Japanese theatre, showed me how to wash hands before entering the shrine and many other
things that we did during the bus tour. | would like to thank her for this day and knowledge that
| received, because she was always ready to help.

During our bus tour we did 4 main stops, among all of them | liked an old factory where people
do handmade kimono a traditional Japanese dress for ladies. Moreover, all students had an
opportunity to create their own prints on a piece of material; it was very interesting even it took
a lot of time | enjoyed a lot. | almost forget to mention about various games such as bingo from
hiragana characters it was really smart idea®©, vocabulary game where we had to write the
name of capital cities, fruits, and vegetables that we played in the bus and we all received gifts
in return for participation.

Finally, | would like to thank all the organizers of the bus tour and of course volunteers who
did great job. Thank you!!!
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Nigar Mammadova

University : Saitama University Nationality : Azerbaijan

Dekabr ayin 13 biz ( Saitama Universitetin yapon ve xarici telabaleri ile birge avtobus turu ila
Yaponiyanin Saitama sahari gezintiye ¢ixmisdiq. S6zun asl menasinda, unudulmaz bir gin
kecirdik. Sehar saat 8:15 da universitetin hayatinde goérlsib, yola disdik. Yola dismamisdan
avval butln telabaler grupa ayirilib, har grup texminan 3-4 adamdan ibarat idi. Grupun basgisi

yapon talebaleri idi. Yolda muxtalif oyunlar oynadiq. Cox aylancali idi.

Hamin gind Yapon milli teatr1 Kabuki ya da baxmaq nasib oldu. Kabuki ya baxdigdan sonar

hami ile birga glnorta yemeyi yedik.

Yemak yedikdan sonra, biz, rangli yayliglar dizsltmayi 6rgendik. Cox maraqli idi.
Baxmayarag ki hamin gun yagis yagirdi, ¢ox aylancali olduguna gore he¢ hava haqqinda

disunmurduk.

on sonda getdiyimiz yer Saitamanin Nagatoro adli bir yer idi. Nagatoro daki Arakava(cayin)
manzarssi ¢cox gozal idi. Gayin sahilinda gayiq var idi. Amma hayif ki , mina bilmadik. Gealen dafa

dostlarimla Nagatoroya getsem, mutlaq heamin gayiga minacam.

Urekden, bu avtobus turunu teskil eden biitiin misllim heystine, basda Tanihata san olmagla
tosokklirimia bildirirem. Bu avtobus turu sahssinde Saitamanin g6zal yerlarini gortb,
Yaponiyanin madeaniyyati ile daha da yaxindan tanis olub, ve an asasi coxlu tezs dostlar

gazandim.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : 9ERE

University : Saitama University Nationality : /%
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : =5

University : Saitama University Nationality :  H[E
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Bortesi Carola

University : Saitama University Nationality : Italian

A meta Dicembre 1'Universita di Saitama ha organizzato un "bus tour" della durata di una

glornata.

Abbiamo scoperto il programma della giornata direttamente sul pullman, programma dettagliato
e ben pianificato con in allegato una piccola guida con la spiegazione di cio che avremmo visto.
Dati i numerosi iscritti, siamo stati divisi in due grossi gruppi che si sarebbero alternati le visite
durante la giornata. In ogni gruppo vi erano gruppi piu piccoli di almeno un ragazzo giapponese,
con cui bisognava passare la maggior parte del tempo e alla quale bisognava far riferimento.
Penso sia stato un modo molto intelligente di gestire la cosa: questa sotto organizzazione mi ha
forzato a conoscere nuove persone con cui non avrei altrimenti mai parlato e anche a parlare
giapponese!

Per quanto riguarda le mete scelte, non siamo rimasti delusi. Vedendo che la gita si sarebbe
svolta nella zona di Chichibu, prevedevo una giornata all'insegna dei numerosissimi templi che
costellano la zona; invece ¢ stato un buon alternarsi di attivita. La mattina abbiamo visitato un
matsuri durante il quale dei ragazzi si sono esibiti in un breve spettacolo di kabuki, circondati
dalle bancarelle che sempre accompagnano questi eventi. Il pranzo ¢ stato un magnifico
banchetto gia allestito al nostro arrivo in cui sembrava ci fosse piu cibo di quanto uno stomaco
potesse normalmente contenere, eppure, sia per la fame che per la curiosita di provare nuovi
squisiti cibi giapponesi, ho mangiato tutto! Direi che l'ingrediente principale sono stati i funghi.
Erano nel riso e anche nella zuppa di okkikomi gozen, ma il fungo fritto ¢ stata la parte
migliore!

Nel pomeriggio era prevista una visita al tempio Hodosan di Nagatoro e il laboratorio di tintura
tradizionale dei tessuti con il metodo di "Chichibu meisen". Quest'ultima attivita ¢ stata
particolarmente interessante e divertente. Ad ognuno sono stati forniti stoffa e vario materiale.
Abbiamo potuto osservare il momento della tintura e anche partecipare attivamente. Alla fine
ognuno di noi ha potuto tenere il proprio tessuto.

Sono stati ben gestiti anche 1 viaggi in pullman. All'andata avevano organizzato un quiz a premi
mentre per il ritorno avevano portato dei film tra cui scegliere.

Quando, prima di tornare al dormitorio, il professor Nakamoto ha annunciato di voler
organizzare un altro tour per noi, sono stata veramente felice. Non vedo l'ora di poter rifare
un'esperienza cosi bella e interessante che mi ha lasciato sinceramente entusiasta.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Nuntaphuet Jirat

University : Saitama University Nationality : Thai

S, E "HEFOITTH, NAVY T —HIBESORINOTTT, RITLPELT,
BEROXLED, BRYEDPBRLTES 21, BROKRZFLEEFELLZY ., MEFRENREZR
2V, BUD 2T BITIT2TE, CABRRBRTERA D IELE, iz, TELVWTT,
HYYHFESTTVRL I,

. Na[gawﬁmﬁleﬂ-




FAfRM AN T B R E R AT B A]  (Ih) R AR S A SR S b = 2

Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Katancharoen Chanyathita

University : Saitama University Nationality : Thai
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Patrick Sudhof

University : Saitama University Nationality : Germany

Fur die Bustour konnten wir uns am Anfang des Semesters anmelden und ich dachte mir es
sei eine gute Idee daran teilzunehmen, um abgelegenere Gegenden zu erkunden.
Wir haben uns an einem Sonntagmorgen um 8:15(!!) an der Uni getroffen, wurden in Gruppen
eingeteilt und sind eine Viertelstunde spater auch schon losgefahren. Unser erstes Ziel war der
Hachiman Schrein. Dort war zum gleichen Zeitpunkt ein kleines Matsuri-Festival und wir
konnten uns flur ca. 20 Minuten Kabuki angucken (traditionelles japanisches Schauspiel). Es
gab kleine Essensstande und insgesamt wer der Aufenthalt dort ganz schon, da er nicht, wie
zuerst angenommen, zu lange war.
Gegen 12 Uhr sind wir von dort zum ,Center for Promotion of Local Industry“ gefahren. Dort

e i ;-*_"_ -~y gab es genug (und gutes) Essen fur alle. Ich

— hatte zunéchst mit einem kleinen Snack
gerechnet, war allerdings ziemlich Uberrascht
was dort fur uns aufgefahren wurde.
Der nachste Stopp hiel3 ,Experience Traditional
Textile Arts“. Wir besuchten einen kleinen
traditionellen Betrieb und durften hier unser
eigenes Tuch Farben. Die Leute haben sich
ziemlich viel Muhe gegeben und es war eine
schone Erfahrung zu sehen, wie ein japanischer
Familienbetrieb aussieht.
Im Anschluss sind wir noch zu einem Fluss gefahren, hatten dort eine schone Aussicht und
mussten dann leider wieder zurtck weil es dunkel wurde.

Insgesamt hat sich der Trip aufjedenfall gelohnt
und es wurde sich sehr viel Muhe gegeben. Uns
wurden Platze im Bus zugeteilt, womit wir
zwangslaufig mit neuen Leuten in Kontakt kamen
(jede Gruppe hatte einen japanischen Leader der
English gesprochen hat). Die Platzzuweisung
fand aufgrund der zugeteilten Gruppen statt. Wir
spielten gegen die anderen Gruppen ein Quiz,

2. Welches wir auch gewannen und bekamen daftr
SuRigkeiten. Des Weiteren wurde im Bus noch
ein von uns abgestimmter Film geschaut. Alles in
Allem war es eine sehr schéne Erfahrung, ich
habe neue Leute kennengelernt und wir hatten sehr viel Spall zusammen. Ich kann es also nur
empfehlen.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Marine Dounas

University : Saitama University Nationality : France

Rapport concernant le Tour en Bus dans la Région de Chichibu

Le 13 Décembre dernier, ['université de Saitama a organisé un tour en bus dans la région
de Chichibu, pour faire découvrir la culture et la diversité japonaise. Nous nous sommes
donc retrouvés devant les bus et avons éte répartis en groupe de trois. Le voyage en bus a
¢té animé par des jeux et un film de Miyazaki au retour. Nous nous sommes tout d'abord
arrété au pied d'une montagne ou il y avait un festival. Nous avons pu profiter des
différents stands et du temple shintoiste qui y était.

Par la suite, nous sommes allé mangé dans une cantine ou nous avons mangé un repas
traditionnel japonais. C'était trés bon et convivial. Ensuite nous avons eu quelques temps
pour faire un peu de shopping ; des produits locaux et artisanaux.

Ensuite, nous avons découvert la coloration du tissus traditionnelle. Nous avons donc pu
teindre nos propres mouchoirs en tissus. Pour ce faire, on plis le tissus jusqu'a obtenir un
triangle et on trace un motif en compressant le tissus entre des baguettes en bois et des
¢lastiques. De ce fait, lorsque 1'on plonge le tissus dans la teinture, les parties couvertes
par les baguettes et les ¢lastiques restent blanches. Le plus beau moment est lorsque j'ai
deéplié mon tissus et que j'ai vu les motifs finaux.

Enfin, nous sommes allés voir un lieu magnifique entouré de montagnes et ou passait une
riviere. Le temps était assez mauvais pendant tout la journée, mais la brume a ajouté un
coté mystérieux a la scéne déja magnifique. C'était vraiment treés agréable et drole
d'escalader les rochers et apprécier le paysage.

Ce voyage m'as permis de me faire de nouveaux amis japonais et de mieux connaitre les
autres étudiants étrangers étudiant a I'université de Saitama.

Ce tour en bus a été une trés bonne expérience et j'en garde des souvenirs mémorables.
C'est pourquoi je remercie de tout cceur I'université d'avoir mit a disposition cet
¢venement.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Chung Huang

University : Saitama University Nationality : Taiwan

Ouir first stop was Hachiman Shrine.
There were traditional Kabuki
performances, Kabuki is a very
interesting culture.

‘f“ 1. .l ' Ih After we left the Shrine, we watched traditional
a4 7, textile crafting art techniques at Yokoyama Kobo.
' I
%W :';"‘w &‘ Left picture: A nice Japanese student and me
\'r 11{ .

presenting our finished products.

m

Due to the bad weather the visit/walk to Hodosan

Shrine were cancelled, but rather than we went to

Nagatoro Area. The landscape looks like a
painting.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : %= Chih-Yu Lin

University : Saitama University Nationality : & Taiwan
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Yu Qiang

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Wang Jiaheng

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Shen Yu

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015Report

Name : Miao Shanhua

University : Saitama University Nationality : China
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Olivia Mauk

University : Saitama University Nationality : USA

This weekend, Saitama University exchange students were given the opportunity to visit Chichibu, a place in
Saitama Province rich with history and culture. This trip visited shrines, a traditional festival with a kabuki play, a
river lined with a natural formation of rocks, and a factory for dyed cloth. The travel was my favorite part, as it

meant having time to converse with Japanese students and practice my Japanese language skills.

At the first shrine we visited, there was a festival. At this festival, there was a kabuki play, which | presume was
the purpose of our visit. However, as the play was inaudible under the noise of the festival, the majority of
students went up the shrine to explore. While at the shrine, | learned more about Japanese history, from my new
Japanese friends. Later, | was able to try festival foods, such as an egg batter cake filled with anko (a sweet bean
paste used in many Japanese desserts) and a candy coated mandarin orange. After the shrine, the buses took us
to a Japanese store and meeting place, where we each were served bowls of handmade udon, tempura, mochi,
rice, and meat. As | was seated across from a student from the Middle East, | was able to learn about a culture
previously foreign to me. It is through experiences like this that | learn much more than could ever be captured in
a class or textbook.

From lunch, we went to what | presume was a temple, as it was built by the Chinese. Usually I've found that
shrines in Japan are Shinto and temples are Buddhist. This temple was different from any | have seen before, as
the outside of the main structure was decorated with colorful engravings and paintings. The place card
descriptions were in Japanese and filled with difficult kanji, my Japanese friend told me the temple was built to
honor some myth long ago, so even she had a difficult time reading anything. The best part of the temple for me
was the stone lion guardians, as | think the animal guardians of a temple are unique features which give
character to ancient buildings.

Next, the bus dropped my tour group off in the midst of a small town near a river. This river is lined with a long
formation of rocks which resemble the traditional straw mats called tatami. Besides the rocks, the location was
intriguing to me because of the presence of long canoe like boats. To me, they looked like those used by
American Indians. Most of the students spent their time at the river bed taking pictures and climbing the rocks,
but | took the chance to appreciate the natural beauty that Japan is famous for. Chichibu and Saitama in
particular are beautiful to me, as they contain so many empty places, which is rare to find in Japan.

Usually there are many buildings and structures which obscure the little bits of nature, but Saitama is as yet less
developed than the rest of Japan. There is much farm land, mountainous area, sprawling hills, and you can even
visit villages which have stood for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. Overall it is a great cultural experience for
anyone new to Japan that wants a more relaxed method of becoming accustomed to Japanese culture. Saitama is
still close enough to the city for anyone who wants to experience the urban side of life or shop for souvenirs,
without losing its natural essence of a place filled with memories.

Overall, | am thankful for this bus tour because of the friendships and cultural experience.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Md Dulal Haque

University : Saitama University Nationality : Bangladesh

It was very attractive event to visit different historical place in Japan. | appreciate such kind of
program organize Saitama University. It is very helpful to know japanese tradditional culture,
historical place  and old traddition. | am also very happy to meet with different foreign
student by this bus tour 2015. It is an amazing experience for me to get chance to meet foreign
student from different part of the world. | hope that if such event are continue then it will be
beneficial for the Saitama University to get foreign student. It will be a destionation of
multicultural place.

At the very beiging | visited tradditional drama in Japan in different threatre. then | visited
the temple in Japan. After that you took lunch a resturant with all foreing student together. |
also visited a river sight which is very charmful for me. Finally we visit a old tradditional textile
industry in Japan. Every foreign student made different colouring mechanism of clothes and they
achieved this knowledge, how old japanese textile industries .

Finally we played different game in the bus for time of comming back.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Tushar Kanti Saha

University : Saitama University Nationality : Bangladeshi

B 2

The bus tour was really
enjoyable to me that was held on
13t Decembe,2015 arranged by
Office of international affairs,
Saitama University. When we
reached at Hachiman Shrine at
around 10:30 am, | had a new
experience with culture of Japan.
Some girls are singing song. We
are also welcomed by some big
| sound made by small bomb for
festival. We have taken lot of
pictures with my new friends that
was really nice. We have left the

place at 12:10 pm.

After we had a good lunch at Chichibu at 1:00 pm. The lunch item was
very delicious. | was surprised by seeing the style of keeping food warm
for everyone. After the lunch we had good visit Hodosan Shrine and
Nagatoro area. The temple was carrying culture of Japan. There were
two lions in front of the temple. We also enjoy the beauty of the river
with boats and stones. I'm very delighted with the old strong lady who was teaching us Textile arts to design

a handkerchief. Thanks old lady for the handkerchief and Thanks Saitama university for a wonderful Bus Trip.




FAfRM AN T B R E R AT B A]  (Ih) R AR S A SR S b = 2

Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : Perera Maharage Nisansala Sevwandi

University : Saitama University Nationality : Sri Lanka

This trip was organized by the Office of International Affairs, Saitama University for the international
students who study here. It took place on 13™ December 2015 and more than 50 students participated for
this tour from different countries. Among them there were Japanese students who willingly helped other

students describing places and other information.

First we visited Hachiman Shrine where we were lucky to see
Japanese traditional folk, Kabuki performance. Saitama’s Ogano
Kabuki has a history over 200 years and we, as international students

from different countries enjoyed the Kabuki performance a lot.

Then we had lunch which also a nice
experience. This was the 1* time I had a full Japanese meal in my life.
There was a bowl of simmering Udon noodles with vegetables called

Okkirikoli, rice, meat and many more. I loved them all and especially rice

cake as it was very sweet.

Then we moved to next stop, where we had a walk while enjoying the
environment of Hodosan Shrine. The place was very clam and quite. As I
got to know people visit this place to receive protection against fire, theft
and other disasters.

After that we visited Nagatoro Valley contains Iwadatami — rock

formation which attracted me a lot. Not only me but also most of the students .
liked this place. So they have spent lot of time taking photos and enjoying the ~
environment.

Our final visit was “Yokoyama Kobo”, the Chichibu traditional dyeing weave studio that we were able to
study the process and make our own creation. We enjoyed participating for this process well.

In conclusion, the purpose of this tour is to give brief idea about the Saitama prefecture and to build the
friendship between nationalities. I would like to thank all the staff members and management for

organizing a such event for us.
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Saitama Bus Tour 2015 Report

Name : MD JULKARNAIN

University : Saitama University Nationality :  Bangladeshi

The bus tour named “Saitamalogy” organized by Saitama Prefecture
Association for Promotion of Student Exchange, Saitama University, was very
effective to learn Saitama in depth. Four students belongs to a group headed by

Japanese student who knew details about the tour attractions, and that tactic

makes my tour more enjoyable and memorable. We have started our journey at
8:30 AM, enjoyed almost 2 hours on bus by playing, gossiping, etc. and reached our first attraction “Ogano
Kabuki” place. Kabuki is a traditional form of Japanese theater and Saitama’s Ogano Kabuki is Japan’s leading

folk kabuki played over last 200 years. Kabuki is almost same of our (Bangladeshi) traditional folk ‘Jatra Pala’,

and hope, I enjoyed more if I understood their language.

The dining of lunch was decorated with lots of delicious dishes like
Okkirikomi Gozen, rice, and traditional sweets, and was really surprising to me.
After lunch we went to ‘Hodosan Shrine’ at the foot of Mt. Hodosan. The
Shrine dated back about 2000 years and about 1 million worshipers visit the
shrine each year to receive protection against fire disasters, theft, and various
other difficulties.

In my view, the most attraction of this tour was ‘Nagatoro Valley’ a place of scenic beauty and natural

monument. The valley contains Iwadatami that is a rock formation exposed over a
width of 80m and a length of 500m along the Arakawa river. The Iwadatami
named after the formation of rocks look like successive layers of tatami
overlapping each other. We really enjoyed the natural beauty of nature crated by

the changes in the earth’s crust and erosion of the river.

The last attraction of our tour was ‘Yokoyama Kobo’. We learned practically

how to shape different cloths for different design, how to dyeing, and how to weave silk. The old guys, especially

the women who teach us about all things were very kind and interesting. They gift
us our designed handmade ‘Handkerchief”, with cookies and orange.

I am really thankful to my group leader Saori and group mate Holida, who
makes my tour more pleasant. They are really kind, jolly, and interesting. Those

guys make my tour enjoyable beyond expectoration.\

We, all of my Bangladeshi friends, along with foreign students enjoyed this
tour very much. It was really a great day to share views with pupils from different cultures. My special gratitude to
the authority for making such type of pleasant tour and also request them to arrange this type of activities more

frequently. I recommend all foreign students to participate this type of activities and please do not miss next event!
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